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Board votes to change 
health insurance 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN — A process that 
has been discussed on and off 
years was put into place Mon- 
day night when the Quaboag 
Regional School Committee 
voted to offer teachers and 
custodians a different insur- 
ance plan through the Massa- 
chusetts Interlocal Insurance 
Association. The new insur- 
ance plan would go into effect 
on July 1. 

They voted to. accept 
the recommendation of the 
School Committee’s Budget 
Subcommittee, which was to 
change from the current MIIA 
health plan to one called the 
Benchmark IV health plan. 
The new plan offers Blue 
Cross/Blue Shield health in- 
Surance, which teachers said 
throughout the process they 
wanted to keep. The subcom- 
mittee met before the School 
Committee for two hours ona 
variety of budget issues. 

The vote was 5-0-2, with 
School Committee  Chair- 
man Andrew Schwenker, and 
members Jason Morgan, Greg 


Morse, Dustin Atwood and 
Sarah Tetreault voting in fa- 
vor of the change and none 
opposed. Members Craig Bur- 
gess and Matthew Peloquin 
abstained as their spouses 
work for the district and it has 
been ruled a conflict-of-inter- 
est for them to vote on such 
matters. 

While the change is esti- 
mated to save $309,366, the 
first year the district must give 
back 25% of the savings to 
the staff covered by the insur- 
ance, making the total savings 
to the district about $203,281. 
The approximately 167 staff 
members will receive about 
$106,084, which will given 
to them through a premium 
holiday, checks or some other 
way. 

The next step is for the new 
plan to be sent to a committee 
made up of staff and district 
officials, which will negoti- 
ate how it will be returned 
to them, according to Jill 
Gallant-Shaw, an insurance 
consultant from Cook & Co. 
Insurance Services, of Marsh- 
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By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@turley.com 


PALMER — The town’s 
health department is looking 
for licensed medical profes- 
sionals and others to staff a 
new COVID-19 vaccine clinic 
set up at the empty Converse 
Middle School at 24 Converse 
Street. 

The school had been used 
for grades five to seven until 
those students were shifted 
to the Palmer High School 
and Old Mill Pond Elementa- 
ry School campuses, both on 
Main Street. 

Designated as a regional 
site, the new clinic will serve 
residents of Palmer, Monson, 
Ludlow, Brimfield, Holland, 
Wales, Sturbridge, Warren 
and West Brookfield. 

“We are currently seeking 
both medical and non-med- 
ical staff to work the vaccine 
site,’ Chrissy Florence, Palm- 
er’s health inspector/supervi- 
sor said. 

“Currently, I have clerical 
staff, EMTs RNs LPNs, para- 
medics, NPs, and CNAs — just 
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Volunteers, paid staff needed 
for new COVID-19 vaccine site 


Palmer vaccine site A The Converse Middle School building at 24 Converse Street 
in Palmer has been turned into a regional COVID-19 vaccination site. Palmer vac- 
cine site B Both licensed medical professionals and support staff are needed for 


a new regional COVID-19 vaccination site at Converse Middle School in Palmer. 
COURTESY PHOTOS 





Maple Street Cemetery needs repairs 


Mad Brook bridge 
repair bill passed 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— At the Feb. 2 selectmen’s 
meeting Board of Selectmen 
and Cemetery Commission 
member Jason Petraitis spoke 
about the repairs and im- 
provements needed at the Ma- 
ple Street Cemetery. Petraitis 
said the retaining wall at the 
Maple Street end is crumbling 
as 1s the wall near Jim’s Pizza. 

The Cemetery Commission 
would also like to add a flag- 
pole and benches and replace 
the missing iron gates that 
were once there. 

Petraitis asked if these 
repairs and upgrades could 
be included in the Complete 
Streets and West Side Infra- 
structure grants. The com- 
mission feels since it 1s a focal 
point in the center of town, 
it could use some attention. 
Cemetery Commission mem- 
ber Kirk Burnham said “the 
cemetery used to have an iron 
gate...you can still see the drill 
holes in the wall.” 


Burnham said there is also 
an issue with erosion around 
a Stairway. “It’s kind of been 
neglected over the _ years,” 
Burnham said, referring to 
the condition of the cemetery. 
Board of Selectmen Chairman 
Dale Kiley asked if there was 
enough money in the grants to 
cover these costs. 

Board of Selectmen Clerk 
John Tripp asked if the West 
Side Infrastructure grant in- 
cluded the Maple Street area. 
As of right now, the parame- 
ters of this grant are still being 
worked out. Kiley asked the 
Cemetery Commission if they 
have looked into other grants 
to help with this project. 
Burnham said they had not re- 
searched grants much yet. 

Tripp asked if they would 
need to remove the large trees 
in order to repair the retaining 
wall. Petraitis said they have 
been removing trees as they 
have become an issue. Kiley 
asked the commission to com- 
pile a list of the projects that 
need to be completed and see 
where those projects can fit 
into the grants. Sheila Orsi, 
member of the Downtown 
Development Committee, sug- 
gested the board look at the 


interactive map of downtown 


sidewalks, as it 1s possible the 
Maple Street sidewalk near 
the cemetery 1s included in the 
ones needing attention. 


Highway Department update 

Highway Superintendent 
Jason Benoit updated the 
board on the progress of the 
Mad Brook Road bridge proj- 
ect. The bill funding it passed 
the State Legislature and the 
governor signed it. 

Benoit said the project has 
a lot of environmental issues 
to deal with, such as fish flow 
in the live stream, and it is im- 
portant to to go through the 
right process to complete the 
project. The environmental is- 
sues are similar to that facing 
them with the Cider Mill Road 
bridge. The cost of the bridge 
repair is around $750,000. Ki- 
ley asked how long the project 
would take once funding is 
received, but Benoit said he 
wouldn't know as it still needs 
to be put out to bid. 

Tripp asked about the prog- 
ress of the Cider Mill project, 
and Benoit said there is a June 
deadline for a commitment to 
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Open Space, Recreation 
Plan forum held 


Residents agree on 
plan goals 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff Writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD 
— The North Brookfield Mas- 
ter Plan Committee hosted a 
public forum on Thursday, 
Feb. 4, via Zoom, with doz- 
ens of residents in attendance. 
Sheila Orsi opened the forum 
and introduced herself and 
the other members of the 
committee. The Master Plan 
Committee 1s comprised of 
Orsi, Ann Hicks, John Turn- 
er, Susan Lyons, Brandon 
Avery and Robert Locatelli. 
Committee members Orsi 
and Hicks hosted the forum. 

Hicks thanked everyone 
for attending the online fo- 
rum and explained the town’s 
first Open Space and Recre- 
ation Plan was from 2007, 
and had expired. They are 
updating it now, along with 
the rest of the Master Plan. 
The Executive Office of Ener- 
gy and Environmental Affairs 
oversees the plan and dictates 


what needs to be included. 
One of the requirements is a 
survey of residents, which was 
completed late last October. 
Hicks said one of the benefits 
of having an up-to-date Open 
Space and Recreation Plan, 
as well as a Master Plan, 1s it 
gives the town the ability to 
apply for grants. Two major 
grants they can apply for are 
the park and land grants. 


Survey results 

There were four questions 
on the survey that were sent 
to residents of North Brook- 
field. They received 746 re- 
sponses to the survey. The 
first question was “What do 
you like about living in North 
Brookfield?” The majority, 
77%, of the responses said 
“rural/country living,” fol- 
lowed by “farm and agricul- 
ture access” at 23%. 

The second question was 
“What are favorite activities 
you would like to see encour- 
aged in North Brookfield?” 
Top responses included 
walking, 51%, hiking, 41%, 
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EAST BROOKFIELD — Howe 
Lumber recently promoted Jason 
Thacker, Patrick Giguere and Adam 
Robbins to new positions. Thacker as- 
sumed the role of general manager, 
Giguere assumed the role of head of 
purchasing and merchandising, and 
Robbins assumed the role of operations 
foreman. 

“Jason, Patrick, and Adam have 
been key players here for a long time, 
and we are excited to promote them to 
these new positions,’ said Scott Norrie, 
president of Howe Lumber. “We like to 
promote from within whenever we can. 
Each of these employees have worn var- 
ious hats throughout their years here, 
so when the opportunity came about to 
promote them, we didn’t hesitate. It was 
an easy decision.” 

Thacker has been employed at Howe 
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Howe Lumber promotes three longtime employees 


Lumber since 2008 in various positions, 
most recently as operations manager 
and outside sales manager. An industry 
veteran, he brings a wealth of experience 
and relationships to the new position. 
Giguere has been employed at Howe 
Lumber since 2012 and has done multi- 
ple jobs at the lumberyard, most recent- 
ly in purchasing. Robbins has worked in 
operations since his start in 2005, and 
has worked his way up through different 
positions in the yard, from shipping to 
his new position as operations foreman. 
Howe Lumber is a full-service lum- 
beryard, hardware store, and cabinet 
showroom located in East Brookfield. 
Founded in 1965, Howe Lumber is a 
third-generation family business serving 
Worcester County and beyond. They 
can be reached by phone or text at 508- 
867-3232 or online at howelumber.com. 





Left to right are Jason Thacker, Patrick Giguere and Adam Robbins were recently promoted at How Lumber. 
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Tri-Parish Community Church honors Jeanne Hanson 


NEW BRAINTREE ~— Despite the 
threat of another nasty snowstorm on 
Sunday, Feb. 7, an enthusiastic crowd 
of worshippers met at the Tri-Parish 
Community Church in the New Brain- 
tree Congregational Church. Guest Pas- 
tor, Rev. Kathleen Fitzgibbons, gave a 
message based on Exodus 33:7, with a 
special story for the children. Beautiful 
music was provided by pianist Holly 


Jeanne Hanson, of Gilbertville, was recently honored 
for her service to the church and surrounding 
communities. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SUBMITTED PHOTO 


yan i 


Bartelmann. 

Following the church service, the an- 
nual business meeting accomplished a 
lot of work for the coming year. Thanks 
to the generosity of many donors to the 
Tri-Parish, the new year is getting off 
on the right foot and lots of enthusiasm 
was expressed for the 2021 year. 

At the conclusion of the business 
meeting, Jeanne Hanson, of Gilbert- 
ville, was honored for her many decades 
of service to the Hardwick Calvinistic 
Congregational Church, the Tri-Parish 


Community Church and her contribu- 
tions to the local communities. 

The Sunday, Feb. 14 (Valentine’s 
Day) service at 10 a.m. in the New 
Braintree Congregational Church will 
be led by Jennifer Pollard. And, Rev. 
Kathleen Fitzgibbons will be back with 
us on Sunday, Feb. 21 — same time, same 
place. Deacon Marguerite Crevier will 
assist Pastor Fitzgibbons. All are wel- 
come, and membership is definitely not 
required, with social distancing and 
masks. 
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State awards grants to 239 fire departments 


STOW — The Baker-Polito Administration an- 
nounced Monday that 239 municipal fire departments 
will receive nearly $2 million in grants to fund fire ed- 
ucation programs for children and older adults across 
Massachusetts. 

Fire departments in 235 communities will receive 
Student Awareness of Fire Education, known as 
S.A.F.E. grants and Senior SAFE grants; four commu- 
nities will receive S.A.F.E. grants only; and three com- 
munities will recerve Senior SAFE grants only. 

Brookfield, East Brookfield and North Brookfield 
will receive $3,794 for the S.A.F.E. Program and $2,180 
for the Senior SAFE program. West Brookfield will 
receive $3,794 for the S.A.RE. Program and $2,180 
for the Senior SAFE program. Sturbridge will receive 
$5,281 for the S.A.FE. Program and $2,680 for the Se- 
nior Safe program. 

“Since 1996, the S.A.FE. program has brought fire 


education to hundreds of thousands of students in the 
Commonwealth,” said Gov. Charlie Baker.“This pro- 
gram allows firefighters and teachers to work together 
to provide fire and life safety education to young peo- 
ple. This collaboration contributed to a major accom- 
plishment. No children died in fires in Massachusetts 
last year.” 

The average number of children dying in fires an- 
nually has dropped by 78% since the S.A.F.E. program 
began. The Senior SAFE Program is 1n its seventh year, 
providing firefighters with the funding to deliver fire 
safety education to another vulnerable population — se- 
niors. 

“Home visits, smoke and CO alarm installations, 
and fire safety presentations at senior centers by fire- 
fighters with senior agencies help older adults develop 
strategies to stay safe at home for longer,’ said Lt. Gov- 
ernor Karyn Polito. 


“The S.A.FE. and Senior SAFE grants represent a 
smart investment in fire safety,” said Public Safety and 
Homeland Security Secretary Thomas Turco. “Young- 
sters and older adults are historically at greater risk in 
house fires, but that risk can be reduced through the 
targeted outreach, education, and awareness programs 
these grants help to fund,” he added. 

State Fire Marshal Peter J. Ostroskey said, “The 
S.A.F.E. and Senior SAFE programs are successful be- 
cause we have trained firefighters who deliver education 
to children and older adults. The fire departments be- 
ing supported in these public education efforts are in- 
creasing the safety of the people in their communities.” 

The S.A.F.E. and Senior SAFE Programs provide 
$1.9 million through the Executive Office of the Pub- 
lic Safety and Security to local fire departments. The 
programs are administered by the state Department of 
Fire Services. 





Country Bank supports QVCDC 


WARE — Country Bank, a full-service financial in- 
stitution serving central and western Massachusetts, 
announced a $25,000 donation to the Quaboag Valley 
Community Development Corporation (QVCDC) to 
support various programs to help local communities 
in the region. 

A portion of the donation will be used towards a 
matching grant for a senior citizen outreach program. 
This project was funded through the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Community Development, Massa- 
chusetts CDBG Program. Projects are developed and 
administered by the local officials with the assistance 
of the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. Services 
for the outreach program include grocery shopping 
and prescription pick-ups for low-income seniors in 
Ware, Hardwick, Belchertown and Warren. “At high- 
est risk are seniors with underlying medical conditions 
and a population who has been urged to shelter in 
place if possible. These two factors have significantly 
impacted their ability to get out safely to meet their 
everyday needs. The deliveries allow them to remain 
safely at home while addressing their critical needs,” 
said Shelley Regin, senior vice president of marketing 
at Country Bank. The QVCDC also offers various pro- 
grams to assist businesses in the region with navigating 
these unchartered times. One of the latest programs 
includes companies with up to five employees, which 
could be eligible to receive up to $10,000 in grant fund- 
ing through a Microenterprise Assistance Grant. 

“Thank you for the generous donation from Coun- 
try Bank to support the activities of Quaboag Valley 
Community Development Corporation. This donation 
represents Country Bank’s continued investment in 
the economic growth and stability of the Quaboag Re- 
gion. It will help provide matching funding for initia- 
tives to support the needs of our community, including 


the Senior Outreach Program, the rural transportation 
initiative, and work with microenterprises impacted by 
the Covid-19 pandemic,” said Sheila Cuddy, executive 
director of the QVCDC. 

To learn more about the various support programs 
the QVCDC offers, people may visit www.QVCDC. 
org. 

Country Bank 1s a full-service mutual community 
bank serving central and western Massachusetts with 
14 offices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charlton and Worcester. 





Kevin Smith receives his grocery order from Denise Albano of the 


Quaboag Valley Senior Outreach program. 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 





Town clerk lists town election information 


NEW BRAINTREE — Nomination papers are 
now available in the Town Clerk’s Office for the fol- 
lowing offices up for election at the Annual Town 
Election to be held on Monday, May 3, 2021: Se- 
lectman for 3 years; Assessor for 3 years; Library 
Trustee for 3 years (2); Cemetery Commissioner for 
3 years; Board of Health for 3 years; Finance Com- 
mittee for 3 years; Planning Board for 5 years; Plan- 
ning Board for 4 years to fill a vacancy; Constable 
for 3 years. The last day to obtain nomination papers 
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is Thursday, March 11. Nomination papers must be 
submitted for certification by 5 p.m. on Monday, 
March 15. Nomination papers must be filed with the 
Town Clerk by 5 p.m. on Monday, 202 The last day 
and time to register to vote for the Monday, May 
1 Annual Town Election will be Tuesday, April 13 
from 2-4 p.m. and 7-8 p.m.in the Town Clerk’s office. 
Please call the Town Clerk’s office at 508-867-2071, 
extension 102 or via email at townclerk@newbrain- 
tree.org for any further information. 
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Find us on 


Facebook 


Open 7 Days 


SOBLAKESIDE.COM 11- Close 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10om; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm:; 
sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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Social Security Matters 


Questions benefit 
amount after 
claim delayed 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


ear Rusty: I am having problems 
Dp answers from the national 

Social Security office or the local 
agent who I first spoke with to apply for my 
benefits. I am 70 in January 2021, and ap- 
plied for benefits at the end of August 2020. 
I asked to have benefits start 1n October 
2020, with my first payment received in No- 
vember. I was told that the benefit for apply- 
ing at age 69 and nine months would not be 
received until January of 2021. Until then, 
I would receive the 69 years and 0 months 
payment, which I recetved in November 
and December of 2020. In January 2021 
however, I recetved the same 2020 payment 
plus the COLA increase. P’ve asked what’s 
up at the local office and have been waiting 
for a return phone call. My first question: 
is the amount I recetved in November and 
December last year correct: it is only the age 
69 amount, not the 69 and 9 months benefit 
for the age I was at the time? And second, if 
that’s true, when 1n 2021 should I get my full 
amount? Signed: Confused 

Dear Confused: [ll try to clear this up for 
you. Delayed Retirement Credits (DRCs) 
of 0.667% are earned monthly for each full 
month you delay claiming after your full re- 
tirement age (which for you 1s 66). But al- 
though you earn delayed retirement credits 
monthly, Social Security only applies them 
in January of each year. You don't lose them; 
they just don’t do the benefit adjustment 
until January of each year. That’s why you 
got only the age 69 benefit when you start- 
ed your benefits in October and why your 
payment in November and December didn’t 
include those DRCs. 

The Social Security payment you received 
in January was actually for your December 
benefits, and included the 2021 COLA in- 
crease (which is computed using your De- 
cember benefit). And just as an FYI, they 
do apply DRCs immediately for anyone who 
claims at age 70, regardless of the month 
they claim. What happened to you was be- 
cause you claimed before you were 70. 

The additional 6% DRCs you earned 
between January and September last year 
should be applied in January of this year 
and should be included in your next bene- 
fit check, which you will receive in February 
(Social Security pays benefits in the month 
following when they are earned). When they 
do that computation, they'll automatical- 
ly adjust your COLA using your new ben- 
efit amount. So, what you were told by the 
Social Security agent is essentially correct 
— your benefit payment won't reflect those 
additional DRCs for 2020 until your Janu- 
ary 2021 payment, which you will receive in 
February. 

This article is intended for information pur- 
poses only and does not represent legal or fi- 
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSS'A and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are not af- 
filiated with or endorsed by the Social Securi- 
ty Administration or any other governmental 
entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation. org/programs|/social-securi- 
ty-advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@amac- 
foundation. org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor 
with AMAC. 
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Fresh flower care and flowers for free 


ith St. Valentine’s Day IN THE off all the leaves of lilac, and 
coming up this Sun- GARDEN remove all but the uppermost 
day, my thoughts turn leaves of hydrangeas and zinnias. 


to flowers and chocolate. Flow- 
ers because I am who I am, and 
chocolate, because I am surely 
hoping hubby will provide ample 
quantities in a heart-shaped box! 
Anyway, back to the flowers. 

Many folks will be graced with 
a bouquet of cut flowers in hon- 
or of this special holiday, and I 
have some tips up my sleeve to 
make sure you get longevity out of your 
gift. No matter how your flowers make it 
home, either in a sleeve or 1n a box, chances 
are they’ve been out of water for some time. 
Once stems start to seal up, water and nutri- 
ents won't be able to flow and their lifespan 
could be cut short. Therefore, the first thing 
you ought to do is recut them. Your goal is 
to have a clean cut, one that won’t crush the 
flower’s vascular system. 

In fact, ’'ve never understood advice that 
mentions smashing floral stems; don’t do it! 
Use bypass clippers, or if you’re comfortable, 
a sharp knife. Household scissors usually 
aren't sharp enough, since they are geared 
more for cutting paper or fabric. Most ad- 
vice books recommend making your cut on 
a 45 degree angle to expose the most sur- 
face area possible to water. Another trick 
is to cut the flower stems under water—this 
process will prevent air bubbles from clog- 
ging the stems. I usually fill a clean sink or 
bucket, submerge the flower stems and cut | 
or 2” off the bottom. If you’ve ever had a 
rose with a bent head, that is an air bubble 
at work. Try re-cutting the stem under water 
and hopefully the bubble will be forced out. 

As you move your flowers into a vase 
(make sure it’s clean!), remove any leaves 
that you estimate will be under the water 
line. Waterlogged leaves will rot and make 
bacteria that can clog stems, shorten vase 
life and make quite a stench! Some flowers 
do better if most of their foliage is removed, 
the reason being that the leaves draw water 
away from the main stem, and therefore 
away from the flower head. I generally snip 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in both 
contested and uncontested races are asked to submit 
their statements to the editor to include only bi- 


ographical and campaign platform details. Total word 
count for statements is limited to between 300-500 
words maximum. Please include a photo. We will not 
publish any statements of candidacy inside the four 
weeks from election threshold. To publish any other 
campaign publicity during the race, please contact 
our advertising representatives. We also do not allow 
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Usually a small packet of floral 
preservative is included along 
with your flowers. Using this in 
your vase of water will feed the 
blooms and encourage them to 
open to their fullest, vivid-color 
potential! 

This year, Valentine’s Day co- 
incides with the start of Febru- 
ary vacation. Why not snip some 
branches of your favorite spring shrubs 
for a neat experiment with the kids? Just 
think, when the bought flowers are long 
gone, you ll have some others waiting in the 
wings. The most common shrub to force in 
the vase is the forsythia; it can be done as 
early as late January or February, and right 
up until regular, outdoor bloom time. 

Cut the branches on a day that tempera- 
tures are above freezing. The best for forc- 
ing are those that have many swollen buds. 
Bring them indoors and recut the stems just 
as you did for your cut flowers: under water 
and with a diagonal cut. The branches can 
then be put in a container or vase with a few 
inches of water in it. 

I usually steer away from using floral 
preservative on flowering shrubs. Any side 
branches or buds that fall below the water 
line should be removed. Change the water 
every few days to prevent bacteria growth. 
If kept in a warm room, buds should break 
within a few weeks. Many other of our fa- 
vorite spring-blooming trees and shrubs 
can also be forced into bloom. Try the same 
approach with redbud, honeysuckle, cra- 
bapple, magnolia and flowering almond, 
cherry and plum. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, She has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 


personal attacks against other candidates or political 
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for free any information about key endorsements or 
political fundraisers. 

Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
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HARDWICK — The East Quabbin 
Land Trust will be holding a photo con- 
test from Feb. | to June 1, giving people 
a chance to capture a little of the natu- 
ral beauty of the East Quabbin region. 

Photos will be presented at a curated 
outdoor show on June 20. Prizes will 
include EQLT swag, a gift card to a 
local business and of course, bragging 
rights. 

All photos must be taken at an 
EQLT preserve and photos with wa- 
termarks will not be accepted. There is 
no limit to the amount of submissions 
each person can enter. Submissions 
may be entered until June 1. EQLT re- 
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serves the right to reject a submission 
for any reason. 

To submit, send and email to Jess 
Cusworth at jcusworth@eqlt.org to re- 
quest the Dropbox link, which does not 
require a Dropbox account 

Those submitting should include 
their last name and the title of their pho- 
to in the file name, such as Cusworth_ 
SunriseOnMandellHill.jpg. Then up- 
load the photo through the Dropbox 
link. Email Jess with any questions. 


The East Quabbin Land Trust is holding a photo con- 
test from Feb. 1 to June. This one, entitled “Mandell 
Magic,” by Brian White, was the 2019 photo contest 
winner. COURTESY PHOTO 


Show off East Quabbin photos in contest 
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WARE — Country Bank, a full-ser- 
vice financial institution serving central 
and western Massachusetts, reported 
donations and sponsorships for 2020, 
totaling $1.3 million. Through the 
bank’s philanthropic efforts, it provided 
support to local non-profits throughout 
the communities it serves; in 2020, more 
than 400 of these organizations received 
generous donations. The pandemic has 
left businesses and individuals facing 
continued looming uncertainties. Many 
non-profits struggled from the econom- 
ic fallout and they looked to commu- 
nity partners like Country Bank for 
assistance. Country Bank donated over 
$500,000 to area hospitals and first re- 
sponder housing efforts to provide the 
financial and tangible emergency re- 
sources needed to support their mission 
during the pandemic. 

“We are so grateful to Country Bank 
for its most generous support and ap- 
preciate its continued partnership 
during this unprecedented time. This 
gift will directly support resources need- 


Country Bank donates $1.3 million 
in donations and sponsorships 


ed at Baystate Health as we continue to 
address the care our community needs 
as we face this worldwide pandem- 
ic,’ said Scott Berg, vice president of 
philanthropy, Baystate Health and ex- 
ecutive director, Baystate Health Foun- 
dation. Other organizations receiving 
support included the Quaboag Valley 
Community Development Corporation, 
Christina’s House, The Springfield Res- 
cue Mission, Ronald McDonald House 
and Behavioral Health Network, Inc. 
Recognizing the importance and over- 
whelming need to help organizations, 
which address hunger, Country Bank 
provided monetary donations to food 
programs throughout the region that ex- 
ceeded $100,000. The recipients of these 
funds included Friends of the Home- 
less, Rachel’s Table, The Food Bank of 
Western Massachusetts and many local 
food pantries. 

“As a community partner, we care 
deeply about the sustainability of our 
communities. As such, and in recog- 
nizing the burdens that our communi- 





VACCINE from page 1 


to name a few,” she said. 


Inoculations at the Converse facility started being 
administered last week, but additional staff 1s needed 
as vaccine production is ramped up and more doses are 


made available. 


“We received our first shipment of 100 doses of 
Moderna vaccine today and will be administering those 
100 doses on Friday, Feb. 5,” Florence said Tuesday. 

“We are in need of licensed medical professionals 
to administer vaccines and clerical support staff,” she 


said. 


“To start, I will be using six vaccinators, two med- 





ties have experienced throughout this 
year, we were honored to offer support 
during what has been the most stressful 
time in our history. Supporting and en- 
riching our communities is not only a 
part of our mission; it’s simply who we 
are as an organization,” said Paul Scully, 
president and CEO of Country Bank. 

2021 will continue to provide chal- 
lenges to the non-profit sector, and they 
will once again rely heavily on their com- 
munity bank partners to help them with 
their mission to help those they serve. 
Community banks are a critical resource 
and will be called upon to continue with 
much needed additional assistance in 
2021. To learn more about Country 
Bank’s charitable giving program, peo- 
ple may visit www.countrybank.com/ 
about-us. Country Bank is a full-service 
mutual community bank serving central 
and western Massachusetts with 14 of- 
fices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, 
Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton, 
and Worcester. 





‘Owls of New 
England’ 
on Zoom 


Friends of Great Falls Discov- 
ery Center present “Owls of New 
England” by Peter Christoph Peter. 
Christoph delivers stunning photo- 
graphs of his favorite owls combined 
with stories, which entertain, educate 
and inspire. Participants will learn 
the secrets he uses to find and pho- 
tograph owls in their natural habitat. 
Christoph is a well-known wildlife ad- 
vocate, naturalist and award-winning 
wildlife photographer, who seeks to 
raise awareness of the need to con- 
serve bird habitat. The virtual pre- 
sentation via Zoom will be Thursday, 
Feb. 18 at 7 p.m. People may email 
friendsofgfdc@gmail.com for link to 
join. More information, they may call 
413-863-3221 or visit greatfallsdiscov- 
erycenter.org. The presentation 1s free 
and all are welcome. This program is 
supported by a grant from the Mon- 
tague Cultural Council, a local agency, 
which is supported by the Massachu- 
setts Cultural Council, a state agency. 
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ical observers, four clerical staff and two security per- 
sonnel. In the future, once we start receiving larger 
shipments of the Moderna vaccine, the goal is to have 
12 vaccinators, four medical observers, eight clerical 
staff and two security personnel.” Some training may 
be required, depending on the position. Florence said 
the town 1s hoping to find at least a few volunteers. 

“It is a combination of both paid and unpaid posi- 
tions,” she said. 

“We have medical reserve staff that volunteer to 
help us run a successful clinic, and we have workers 
that are being paid to perform necessary functions.” 

Florence wants to emphasize the scope of setting up 
and operating a regional vaccination site and the im- 
portance of community support. 

“The efforts to control and eliminate the Covid-19 
pandemic will take an incredible amount of teamwork 
at an extraordinary scale,” she said. 

“Please consider joining the mission to locally ex- 
pedite the delivery of Covid-19 Vaccine and help bring 
our community back to a level of normalcy.” 

If you or someone you know is willing and able to 
assist, contact the Palmer Board of Health at palmer- 
boh@townofpalmer.com or visit the Town of Palmer’s 
website at townofpalmer. 
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Town clerk lists 
nomination paper 
information 


STURBRIDGE -— The last day to 
pick up nomination papers for the 
Annual Town Election is Thursday, 
Feb. 18. People should call the town 
clerk office at 508-347-2510 for an 
appointment to pick up the packet. 


- STURBRI DGE 
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Left, Charlie Blanchard, and right, Barbara Search, present Bob Briere, center, with a plaque presented to 
him for his lifetime dedication of bringing Sturbridge history to the town residents and others in surrounding 
communities. COURTESY PHOTO 


Bob Briere recognized for his 
dedication to Sturbridge history 


STURBRIDGE — The Sturbridge 
Historical Commission honored Bob 
Briere at the Sturbridge Selectman’s 
meeting on Dec. 7, 2020, for his lifetime 
dedication to bringing Sturbridge histo- 


ry to the people of Sturbridge and sur- 
rounding communities. A plaque was 
presented to him in recognition of his 
dedication on Dec. 8, 2020, in front of 
the Sturbridge Town Hall. 
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Football season 
vote reconsidered 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — The actu- 
al composition of the high 
school football season is 
back up in the air after the 
Massachusetts Interscholas- 
tic Athletic Association vot- 
ed to reconsider its decision 
on a format for the 2021- 
2022 season. 

Just a few weeks after 
agreeing on a format that 
would be used this fall, the 
MIAA Board of Directors 
backtracked on the vote, vot- 
ing overwhelming in favor in 
a special meeting last Thurs- 
day morning to reconsider its 
decision. 

This fall is set to be the 
first under the new statewide 
tournament format that was 
voted into effect in early 
2020. Unfortunately, Western 
Massachusetts schools did 
not have the opportunity to 
have one final sectional tour- 
nament before the new tour- 
nament format takes effect. 

The original vote was to 
have a nine-week season be- 
ginning Labor Day weekend 


and going to the first week of 
November. There would then 
be eight qualifying teams per 
Division to participate in a 
statewide tournament. There 
are currently scheduled to be 
eight divisions in high school 
football though their exact 
composition has not been 
determined. Most other high 
school sports will be divid- 
ed into five divisions in or- 
der to level the competition 
throughout the state. 

One other proposal pre- 
sented a few weeks back was 
to have an eight-week quali- 
fying campaign, much sim- 
ilar to the existing format. 
The only difference being 
the fact the playoffs will be 
a state tournament instead 
of a four-team sectional, 
followed by state semifinals. 
The state finals would still be 
scheduled to take place after 
Thanksgiving, and Thanks- 
giving holiday matchups 
could still be preserved. 

One thing that would 
change are the consolation 
games that occurred among 


Please see FOOTBALL, page 8 
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Home sweet court: — 
Quabbin streak continues 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


BARRE — Senior forward 
Julia Hamel couldn't recall the 
last time that Quabbin lost a 
home game. That’s because it 
hadn’t happened in two years. 

The Panthers won their 
14th consecutive home game 
by posting a 61-43 victory over 
the Narragansett Warriors, 
last Thursday night. 

“It feels great to win anoth- 
er home game. I really cannot 
remember the last time that we 
lost a game in this gym,” said 
Hamel, who became a mem- 
ber of the girls’ varsity basket- 
ball team as a freshman. “It 
stinks that there isn’t going to 
be a postseason tournament 
this year, but everyone is just 
thankful to be playing basket- 
ball.” 

Quabbin, who had a 5-1 
overall record following last 
Thursday’s home game, won 
their first four home games 
this winter. The Panthers post- 
ed a perfect 9-0 mark on their 
homecourt a year ago. They 
also defeated Quaboag in the 


final home game of the 2018- 
19 regular season. The last 
team to defeat Quabbin inside 
Panther Gym was St. Peter 
Marian by the final score of 
39-33 on February 14,2019. 

Hamel, who scored 7 points 
and pulled down 10 rebounds 
in the home win against the 
Warriors, along with senior 
forward Kacie McCreadie 
(1 point) are the only seniors 
listed on the Panthers varsity 
roster. The co-captains were 
slated to be honored on senior 
night, which was scheduled to 
take place versus Leominster 
on Monday. 

“We're going to honor Ju- 
lia and Kacie with a video on 
Monday night,” said Quabbin 
head coach Evan Barringer. 
“They ve put the team first this 
year, which is the type of lead- 
ership that I don’t think can be 
taught. They’re both very spe- 
cial players to me, especially 
being a first-year coach.” 

A total of four Quabbin 
players reached double digits 
in the first meeting of the sea- 
son against Narragansett Re- 
gional (3-4), which is in Bald- 


winville. 

The trio of junior center 
Ashley Leighton, junior guard 
Jordyn Gillon, and sophomore 
guard Olivia Rose scored 13 
points apiece. Leighton near- 
ly posted a double-double, 
as she finished the game with 
eight rebounds. The duo of 
Gillon and Rose combined to 
make six of the Panthers nine 
3-point shots. 

“We made a total of nine 
3-pointers tonight, which is 
exceptional,” Barringer said. 
“We shot the ball very well.” 

Freshman guard Meaghan 
Doyle, who also made a pair 
of 3-pointers, finished with a 
career-high 10 points. 

“T’ve never seen a freshman 
play as well as Meaghan did in 
tonight’s game,” said Hamel, 
who assisted on two of Doyle’s 
baskets early in the second 
quarter after stealing the ball. 
“She’s a very talented basket- 
ball player.” 

Doyle, who scored a total of 
14 points in the first five games 
of the season, scored seven of 


Please see COURT, page 8 





New England Late Model Challenge Cup set to finally debut 


REGION — After a one- 
year delay, The New England 
Late Model Challenge Cup 
(NELMCC) is finally debuting 
in 2021 — and it will be even 
bigger than originally planned. 
American-Canadian Tour 
(ACT) officials confirmed to- 
day that nine tracks have signed 
up for the first season of the 
series that will pit weekly Late 


Model racers from across the 


region in a summer-long battle 
for pride, glory, and some sert- 
ous prize money. 

The inaugural Challenge 
Cup was originally slated for 
the 2020 season before be- 
ing pushed back a year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The basic format remains the 
same, with registered drivers 


taking their 10 best eligible 
finishes at participating tracks 
towards the season-long point 
standings. 

However, the scope of the 
program has grown tremen- 
dously during the one-year 
hiatus. Nine tracks from four 
New England states have 
signed up, nearly double the 
amount that were originally 





Alan Ward is one racer who will be trying to compete in the Late Model Challenge Cup this year. 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 


registered for 2020. 

The increase in tracks also 
means an increase in the sea- 
son-ending awards. A guaran- 
teed minimum point fund of 
$14,000 has been posted for 
the Challenge Cup. The $100 
registration fee for each driver 
will also be added to the point 
fund in full. For example, if 40 
drivers sign up for the series, 
another $4,000 would be added 
to the point fund for a total of 
$18,000. 

Should registration be on 
pace with the 2020 pre-pan- 
demic numbers, the total point 
fund could exceed $20,000. A 
minimum prize of $3,000 goes 
to the overall winner. At least 
the top-10 drivers in the final 
standings will receive payouts. 

Several big contingency and 
raffle awards have been post- 
ed, adding even more value to 
the program for racer. A Port 
City Chassis by Crazy Horse 
Racing will be raffled off at 
season’s end. To qualify for 
the chassis raffle, drivers must 
register by the deadline and at- 
tempt to qualify for at least 10 
point-counting events. 

ARBodies and Five Star 
Bodies are each awarding a 


$500 product certificate. Driv- 
ers who finish in the overall 
top-10 and have declared they 
are running an AR or Five Star 
body will be eligible for these 
raffles. 

Drivers who register by the 
early-entry deadline of March 
1 will also be entered into a 
Hoosier Tire raffle. Two ran- 
domly chosen entrants each re- 
ceive two free ACT Late Model 
tires from Hoosier. ACT will 
also honor the tire awards of 
the 2020 pre-pandemic raffle 
winners if they register for this 
year’s Challenge Cup. 

“This program is a huge step 
forward for weekly Late Mod- 
el racing in New England,” 
ACT managing partner Cris 
Michaud said. “The Challenge 
Cup was one of the things we 
were most excited about in 2020 
before the pandemic. Now, with 
nearly twice as many tracks on 
board plus some great contin- 
gency partners, it’s going to be 
even bigger for teams and fans.” 

“Weekly racers are the back- 
bone of the sport, and it’s im- 
portant to reward them for 
their efforts,’ Michaud went 


Please see CUP, page 8 
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NORTON -— Mass Golf is excited 
to announce the return of a full sched- 
ule for Championships and Women’s 
Championships during the 2021 sea- 
son. While Mass Golf was able to 
conduct a majority of its events and 
qualifiers in 2020, this year’s slate 
will also include the return of events 
canceled last year due to COVID-19, 
such as the Massachusetts Open. 

According to Kevin Eldridge, Mass 
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Full slate of Mass Golf championships return this season 


Golf’s Director of Rules and Com- 
petitions, about 60 championship 
events, including 18-hole qualifying 
rounds, are being scheduled, and they 
will take place at 63 different Mass 
Golf Member Clubs. In total, more 
than 4,600 registrations are expected. 
“This year’s lineup of championship 
events and qualifiers wouldn’t have 
been possible without the support 
and dedication of all our host clubs,” 


Eldridge said. 

“As we enter into what we plan to 
be a full season of Mass Golf events, 
we remain committed to maintaining 
the level of care and attention put 
towards keeping our competitors, 
volunteers, host club personnel, and 
staff safe,” said Jesse Menachem, 
Mass Golf Executive Director/CEO. 

“Statewide and nationally, golf 
was recognized as a safe recreation- 


al activity during times of great re- 
striction and we are confident that 
we will keep this positive momentum 
surrounding the sport going into the 
2021 season.” 

Online registrations for 2021 Mass 
Golf events will begin in early March. 
Additional details surrounding the 
new registration platform and the 
registration open dates will be pro- 
vided in the coming weeks. 





Indoor football team signs players for upcoming season 


WORCESTER — The Massachusetts 
Pirates have signed offensive lineman 
Jared Thomas for the 2021 season. 

Thomas (67°3”, 300 Ibs.) last played 
college football at Northwestern Uni- 
versity. He appeared in 51 total games 
during his four years on the field, in- 
cluding starting all 14 games at center 
during his junior and senior seasons. 
Thomas redshirted as a true freshman 
at Northwestern in 2015. 

Some of Thomas’ accomplishments 
at Northwestern include being named 


2019 team captain and 2019 All-Big Ten 
Honorable Mention. 

The Pirates have also signed offensive 
lineman Dwayne Wallace. Wallace last 
played in The Spring League in Novem- 
ber 2020. He also played in XFL for the 
Los Angeles Wildcats in 2020. 

Wallace has garnered professional 
football experience outside of the Pi- 
rates. After going undrafted in the 2019 
NFL Draft, Wallace had brief stops in 
the NFL with the Pittsburgh Steelers 
and Chicago Bears. Wallace took part 


in rookie minicamps for both teams in 
May 2019. 

Prior to his professional football ca- 
reer, Wallace played college football at 
three different schools. First, he enrolled 
at Riverside City College for his fresh- 
man and sophomore seasons. He then 
transferred to the University of Califor- 
nia at Berkeley for his junior year. 

In his senior year, he transferred 
again, this time to the University of 
Kansas. That season, Wallace started 9 
games at right guard. He also started a 


game at right tackle. Following his col- 
lege football career, Wallace was a 2019 
NFLPA Collegiate Bowl Participant. 

The Massachusetts Pirates are mem- 
bers of the Indoor Football League 
(IFL). The Pirates play all home games 
at the DCU Center located at 50 Foster 
St. Worcester, MA. 01608. For more i1n- 
formation on the Massachusetts Pirates 
please call (508) 452-MASS (6277), 
email contact@masspiratesfootball. 
com or visit www.masspiratesfootball. 
com. 
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her points during the second quarter, 
which helped the Panthers hold onto 
the lead. 

“You can just see Meaghan’s con- 
fidence grow during the last week or 
so,’ Barringer said. “There isn’t any- 
thing more enjoyable as a head coach 
then seeing one of your younger play- 
ers perform like she did in tonight’s 
game.” 

Quabbin was only leading by a 
point (25-24) late in the first half 
when Leighton, who scored eight first 
half points, hit a jumper from the left 
corner. Then a driving lay-up by Gil- 
lon pushed the Panthers lead to five 
points. 

Following a jumper in the lane 
by junior forward Julie Davis, who 
paced the Warriors with a game-high 
18 points, Hamel knocked down a 
3-point shot from the left corner at the 
buzzer ending the first half. 

“lve made a couple of buzz- 
er-beaters in the past, but they weren’t 
3-pointers,’ Hamel said “It definitely 
gave me a lot more confidence enter- 
ing the second half because I missed 
a lot of shots in the first half. Coach 
Barringer also gave us a motivating 
halftime speech.” 

The Panthers put-together an 1m- 


pressive 14-2 run during the first four 
minutes of the third quarter. 

“That was a huge 3-pointer by Julia 
to end the first half,’ Barringer said. 
“Then we began the second half with 
a really nice run. We only had one 
turnover during the entire third quar- 
ter. 

With 5:55 remaining in the third 
quarter, back-to-back 3-pointers by 
Gillon gave the home team a com- 
manding 39-26 advantage. 

“Anytime we need a 3-pointer, Jor- 
dyn is normally the player to make it 
for us,” Barringer said. “Everyone on 
the team knows she’s capable of mak- 
ing that shot.” 

Two minutes later, the Panthers 
were leading 46-28 following a Leigh- 
ton put-back hoop, a Rose fast-break 
lay-up, and another 3-pointer by Gil- 
lon. 

Quabbin entered the final eight 
minutes of the contest holding a 51- 
35 lead. 

The Panthers scored only ten points 
during the fourth quarter, but they 
were able to keep the double-digit lead 
and celebrated another home victory. 

Two days later, Leighton (17 points) 
and Hamel (16 points) combined for 
33 points, which helped the Panthers 
sweep the season series against the 
Warriors with a 52-40 road win. 
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on. “We’ve come up with a program 
that does so and which we think will 
boost car counts and action throughout 
the region.” 

Four tracks from the original 2020 
slate will return for the 2021 debut: 
Barre, VI’s Thunder Road Speedbow]; 
North Woodstock, NH’s White Moun- 
tain Motorsports Park; Connecticut’s 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park; and Massachusetts’ Seekonk 
Speedway. 

Five other tracks have joined the 
Challenge Cup. Connecticut’s New 
London-Waterford Speedbowl will be 
the second Connecticut track. Further- 
more, four tracks from the New Hamp- 
shire Short Track Racing Association 
(NHSTRA) have signed up: Monad- 
nock Speedway, Lee USA Speedway, 
Hudson Speedway, and Claremont 
Speedway. 

Any competitor at the four NHS- 
TRA tracks must use the ACT Late 
Model rules option the organization 
has introduced for the 2021 season. In 
other words, cars need to be 100% ACT 
legal for drivers to earn Challenge Cup 
points. 

All weekly Late Model features at 
participating tracks will be eligible for 


the Challenge Cup. Registered drivers 
can earn Challenge Cup points at any 
of the nine tracks. For example, a Thun- 
der Road Late Model regular can also 
earn points at White Mountain, and a 
Thompson Speedway regular can also 
earn points at New London-Waterford 
Speedbowl or Monadnock Speedway. 

A driver’s 10 best performances 
across all tracks count towards their 
NELMCC total. Points will be awarded 
based on finishing position, car count, 
and cars passed. The full system 1s avail- 
able at www.acttour.com/NELMCC. 

Participating tracks are responsible 
for reporting results to the ACT offic- 
es. ACT Late Model Tour events and 
“open events” at these tracks are not 
eligible for Challenge Cup points. 

To register for the New England Late 
Model Challenge Cup, drivers must 
submit the entry form along with a $100 
registration fee by Monday, April 5. En- 
tries postmarked by Monday, March | 
will be eligible for the Hoosier tire draw- 
ing. The entry form and point system 
outline are available at www.acttour. 
com/NELMCC and on participating 
track websites. 

For more information, contact the 
ACT offices at (802) 244-6963, media@ 
acttour.com, or visit www.acttour.com. 
You can also get updates on Facebook 
and Twitter at @ACTTour. 
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non-playoff teams. The consolation 
games were determined by a commit- 
tee in the MIAA for Weeks 9 and 10 
as a way to bridge the gap for teams 
between the eight-week qualifying sea- 
son and Thanksgiving. 

Now, the MIAA is not planning to 
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specifically come up with matchups, 
but one area athletic director, Aga- 
wain’s David Stratton, said a local or- 
ganization, like the PVIAC, could de- 
termine non-playoff games based on 
who is not involved in the tournament. 

“If we did non-playoff games, it 
would have to be done on a local lev- 
el,” said Stratton. 

Following the reconsideration vote, 


» | We Have News 
For You 


there was a motion for the nine-week 
season again, but it was defeated. 

Now, the exact regular season 
format will have to wait until a fu- 
ture meeting as the meeting conclud- 
ed without a new vote on how many 
weeks the regular season will be. 

In Western Massachusetts, teams 
will still be playing in competitive con- 
ferences, which usually consist of five 


to seven teams. Depending on whether 
the regular season will be eight or nine 
weeks, teams would have to pick up in- 
dependent games against non-confer- 
ence teams. 

Football teams will have an op- 
portunity to play again in the Fall 2 
season, set for next month. However, 
there will be no playoffs for the Fall 2 
season. 


24 Water Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
413-283-8393 
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field. The district hired the consul- 
tancy on Sept. 28 of last year to help 
them figure out what their options 
were in finding more affordable health 
insurance for staff. Gallant-Shaw also 
estimated employees would save about 
$600 or so a year in reduced premiums. 

Several weeks ago, the School Com- 
mittee voted to accept state regulations 
that remove health insurance changes 
from union negotiations, which al- 
lowed the change process to begin. 

The estimated cost of the new in- 
surance will be $3.09 million, with the 
district paying $2.25 million and the 
employees paying $837,752. 

The cost of the current insurance, 
with the 3.37% increase for the new 
year, would be $3.51 million, with the 
district paying $2.56 million and the 
employees paying $952,724. 
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Budget discussion 

The Budget SubCommittee start- 
ed budget discussions for fiscal 2022, 
with Student Support Services Direc- 
tor Robert Bergeron proposing to cre- 
ate two programs: one for an applied 
behavior analysis program focused on 
autistic spectrum students, and a sec- 
ond for elementary-aged students with 
emotional/behavioral disorders. He 
said there are enough children within 
the district to have eight students in 
each program. 

He said the cost for an EBD thera- 
peutic program for the year would be 
$90,000 for a full-time teacher and a 
counselor, and the cost for an autism 
spectrum program would be $130,000 
for a teacher and paraprofessionals. 

“We needed much more support be- 
havioral support at the elementary lev- 
el,” he said of this year. Parents have 
complained about students disrupting 
classes for other students, the students 


have been dangerous to staff and to 
themselves, and have bolted from the 
school on occasion, he said. The stress 
has also caused some staff to take par- 
tial leave during the year, he said. Four 
such students have been placed out-of- 
district this year, but Bergeron said it is 
costly to do so when that money could 
be used to create in-district programs. 

“T want Warren and West Brookfield 
students to be able to attend their local 
public schools,” he said. 

He also said there were some dis- 
trict staff who might be looking for a 
teaching position, but they would look 
outside the district as well. “The hiring 
has to be done very carefully,” he said. 
“There is a lot of responsibility in set- 
ting up such a program in the first year 
and running it.” 

Quaboag Regional Middle High 
School Principal Steven Duff also went 
over that school’s budget needs for 
fiscal 2022. he explained a number of 
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increases in his budget line items, such 
as a $10,000 increase for new Spanish 
textbooks, which the school has not 
had for 15 years, $600 for lumber for 
the woodshop and $300 for a sound 
board software application so students 
can play their parts online. He also 
asked for $15,935 for middle school 
sports for coaches and supplies. 

He also said he had two larger 
“asks,” one being $24,000 to pay the 
nursing instructor for the school’s new 
Certified Nursing Assistant program 
and expand it to a second class. This 
year’s class was funded through an ear- 
mark in a state bill, which local legis- 
lators made sure passed, but probably 
can't be repeated this coming year, he 
said. 

He also asked for $32,000 for a full- 
time social worker at the school. 

The budget process will continue 
over the coming weeks before a public 
hearing on the budget is scheduled. 
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the project, and it will happen this year. 

Benoit said the town typically re- 
ceives about $311,000 in Chapter 90 
funding, but won't know how much 
it will get this year until May. He said 
he has two “rogue” projects, Brickyard 
Road and Bullard Road, which need 
to be addressed. The Highway Depart- 
ment resurfaced Town Farm Road by 
removing the damaged pavement and 
making it smooth for travel, and Ben- 
oit would like to repeat the process for 
both Brickyard and Bullard. He said 
he have spent thousands of dollars try- 
ing to patch the roads, but they are not 
holding up. Both road repairs would 
use Chapter 90 funding. Benoit also 
said he has some modifications to the 
Town Farm Road project he will pres- 
ent to the board at a later date. 


Trees 

Benoit, who is also the Tree War- 
den, also brought up a tree safety issue 
that he says has been “going on for de- 
cades.” Heading up Route. 67 on New 
Braintree Road, adjacent to the Water 
Department property, there is a lot of 
shade from tree cover. Benoit said he 
would like to cut trees back in phases so 
the sun can access the road, making it 


less likely to become icy. Benoit said the 
trees are on Water Department land, 
which is owned by the town. It would 
not be an expensive project and he does 
have money in his tree account, he said. 
It would not be a complete clear-cut- 
ting of trees, just gradually eliminating 
large trees that are a potential risk. Ki- 
ley said the board will plan to hold a 
hearing with the abutters of the prop- 
erty. 


Downtown Development Committee 

Orsi updated the board of their 
progress with the Complete Streets 
grant and they are now at tier 2. Tier 
3 1s the actual application process to 
get funding. The committee has been 
working closely with the Highway De- 
partment and Central Mass Regional 
Planning Commission, she said. After 
talking with representatives of CM- 
RPC and the BSC Group, it was deter- 
mined the town needs a Master Plan for 
the project. They had a “scope and fee” 
written up, which would strengthen the 
town’s final application for a Complete 
Streets grant. Orsi said the cost of the 
task one, which is the initial planning 
and development of the Master Plan 
and cost estimating, came to $10,800. 

It would be beneficial for the town 
to go through the process and have it 
as their Master Plan, she said, and 


the CMRPC and BSC Group would 
be willing to meet with selectmen via 
Zoom. Kiley said they will talk to the 
Finance Committee to see if they have 
the funds to cover the $10,800. Orsi 
and Benoit said they would join select- 
men at the Finance Committee’s next 
meeting on Feb. 10. 

Orsi said having this Master Plan 
in place would give them “even more 
clout” when applying for Complete 
Streets funding. She said those funds 
are up to $400,000, and North Brook- 
field would get all of it as first-time ap- 
plicants. The BSC Group has already 
worked with at least four other towns 
on the Complete Streets process, she 
said, and are very well-versed in it. The 
fees were reasonable for this process, 
she said. 

Orsi said in talking with CMRPC, 
she was informed of a new “umbrel- 
la grant” that will be available start- 
ing Feb.8. There are 10 programs that 
MassWorks Infrastructure Program 1s 
putting under one umbrella, instead of 
requiring applicants to apply for each 
grant individually. Orsi said an “expres- 
sion of interest” needs to be submitted. 

Orsi said two of the grants she ap- 
plied for have been awarded, the Local 
Rapid Recovery Plan, which is a tech- 
nology grant, and the Cultural Grant 
for Virtual Programming, which was 


through the Friends of the Townhouse 
and the Cultural Council. The cultur- 
al grant should be awarded sometime 
soon. Orsi said Marilyn Borst 1s work- 
ing with Carrie McCarthy to feature 
local artists and artisans virtually, as 
opposed to in-person gatherings. 

CARES Act money 

The board approved the use of 
CARES Act money for the following 
items from the school district: speech 
therapy, $624.98 and heating and air 
conditioning upgrades, $1,640.05. 
Other expenses to be paid out of the 
CARES Act money were a COVID-19 
test from the police department for 
$198 and phone upgrade fee for the 
town for $375. 


Other business 

The board approved the revised ap- 
praisal letter from Daly Appraisal Ser- 
vices after the company reduced their 
service fee by $1,100. 

Kathy Crevier was appointed to the 
Beach Committee. Tripp asked Ad- 
ministrative Assistant Ashley Barre 
if Crevier was the only person on the 
committee. Barre said that Town Clerk 
Tara Hayes informed her Joe Jablonski 
was sworn in also. Barre said they still 
need one more person on the commit- 
tee. Tripp said they also need someone 
for the Playground Committee. 
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bicycling, 33%, team sports, 29%, bird 
watching, 29%, fishing, 24%, horseback 
riding, 19%, and hunting with 14%. 

The third questions was “What 
would you most like to see be a part of 
town?” The top answer was “new parks, 
picnic areas, walking trails — recreation” 
with 37%. 

The fourth question was “Should 
the town work to invest money/grants 
acquiring land in town?” The response 
was divided among wetlands and for- 
est conservation, 21%, nothing, 19%, 
parks, 18%, water access, 11%, farms 
and landscapes, 10%, with community 
gardens and sports fields tying at 7% 
each. 

Hicks said while she thinks peo- 
ple are clearly excited about outdoor 
activities, they may not be as eager to 
spend money on it. She pointed out that 
it is possible to preserve land through 
grants, such as the town and East Quab- 
bin Land Trust with Wendemuth Mead- 
ow on Bates Street. 

Joseph Holway commented on the 
tremendous work various people have 
done for areas in town, but questioned 
how the town will maintain these spaces 
going forward. Holway said that as they 
expand the Rail Trail and other spaces, 
they need to keep in mind that the Fire 
Department does not have the equip- 
ment to rescue people from the woods. 
Holway said he felt the town should also 


have a parks and recreation committee. 
Another resident said even though 
19% of those surveyed were not in favor 
of investing money/grants for acquiring 
land, 81% were. Hicks said that private 
landowners can also put conservation 
restrictions on their land and preserve 
it, while remaining owners of the land. 


Historic landmarks 

The 2007 Open Space and Recreation 
Plan created a list of North Brookfield’s 
natural and cultural resources. Sharon 
Donovan, of the Historical Commis- 
sion, said she and Marilynn Borst, also 
on the Historical Commission, have 
been compiling a list of historical land- 
marks using both the 2007 list and a re- 
connaissance report from 2013. 

She said they will hopefully be enlist- 
ing local high school students to assist 
them so they can submit a completed 
list to the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission. Hicks said that she would 
be grateful if they shared their findings 
with the Master Plan Committee so it 
be added to their list. A resident com- 
mented that 1t would be helpful to have 
a map of these scenic and unique envi- 
ronments. Hicks said they would like to 
provide a map of the most significant 
areas. 

Avery reminded residents that many 
of these environments are on private 
property. Orsi said they should con- 
sider adding a column on the plan that 
describes what land is private and what 
is public. Borst stated that some plac- 


es, such as Brooks Pond, are private- 
ly-owned, but open to the public if the 
rules of the property are respected and 
followed. 


Master Plan goals 

Hicks said the purpose of the Master 
Plan is to create goals and objectives. 
In the 2007 plan there were four goals. 
Hicks said they will be reviewing these 
goals and determining what changes 
could kept or removed. 

The first goal was “Maintain North 
Brookfield’s Rural Character.” Res- 
idents at the forum agreed that this 
goal should remain in the current plan. 
Many residents expressed a desire to 
protect farms and microfarms, and to 
also create a comprehensive list of local 
farms. 

The second goal was “Preserve and 
Enhance North Brookfield’s Water Re- 
sources.” Residents voiced that this goal 
is still very important, especially pre- 
serving the ponds, rivers and reservoir. 
Holway, who 1s also the town’s fire chief, 
said the Horse Pond reservoir is actually 
very vulnerable. He said if an oil truck 
were to overturn on Rufus Putnam 
Road, 1t could spill oil into the reservoir. 
A resident agreed and commented that 
North Brookfield is lucky to own their 
water supply. Holway said they might 
want to consider the addition of “back- 
up” wells in the event the reservoir was 
to become contaminated, as the town 
does not currently have any. 

The third goal was “Enhance the 


Community’s Knowledge about Open 
Space in North Brookfield.” Orsi sug- 
gested encouraging the school to host 
local field trips to explore the flora and 
fauna of the town to promote educa- 
tion. 

The fourth goal was “Provide North 
Brookfield with Varied and Well-Main- 
tained Recreational Opportunities and 
Facilities.” Orsi said that “enhance” 
might be a better word than “provide” 
for this goal. She feels it 1s a great goal 
but could use some rewording to coin- 
cide with projects that they are working 
on. 

Hicks said a possible new goal for 
the 2021 plan that she wanted to adapt 
is, “To create a resilient, connected net- 
work of protected lands where natural 
systems can provide the ecological ser- 
vices that will maintain the health and 
well-being of North Brookfield resi- 
dents into the future.” Residents agreed 
that this fifth goal should be added to 
the current plan, in addition to the 2007 
goals. Hicks said this goal is about the 
future. “It’s about protecting the nature 
that keeps up alive,” she said. 

North Brookfield residents are 
encouraged to contact Hicks at 
FabHicks@aol.com with any feedback 
on the Open Space and Recreation 
Plan. Orsi said there will be several 
more forums in the future as they work 
on this plan. 

Residents thanked the Master Plan 
Committee for their efforts and for 
hosting the forum. 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA !!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





WANTED TO BUY 


CASH PAID FOR Smith & Wesson 
wooden gun grips. One set or a box 
full. Call (413)246-4966. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 
—— Removal Service 





2***xex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


A HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE- 
CIALIST Decks, additions, garages, 
sheds, porches, repair work. BBB 
Approved Tim 413-563-2229 Lic 
#053483 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


WESTERN MASS INDIVIDUAL- 


IZED HOME CARE To provide wide 
range of medical services. Including 
Hospice Care. Will come to your home 
for necessary medical tasks. (413) 
289-6729 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 
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Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 
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Base Price 
$35.50 





Name: Phone: 
Address: ae 
Town State: Zips 
NumberofWeeks:s X perweekrate=$ 
Credit Card: L] MasterCard LIVISA Discover Ld Cash L) Check# 

Card #. Exp.Date CVV 
Amountofcharge: Date; 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON ; 





GRANBY 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 


BELCHERTOWN 





BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 
















LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIE! 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
(-\ BROOKFIELD 








WALES ( HOLLAND 





Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 





Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


; $ 
Add athird ZONE $5.00 | 
Subtotal = 


x Number of Weeks oS 


TOTAL Enclosed 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


TRASH, JUNK, CLUTTER We clean 
out all. Prompt courteous service. Ful- 
ly insured. Free estimates. Dumpster 
service available. DiRico Properties 
(413) 530-1299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 
GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 


WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





For the week of Jan. 18-24, the East 
Brookfield Police Department conduct- 
ed 49 building/property checks, two ra- 
dar assignments, 79 motor vehicle stops, 
three motor vehicle accidents, three di- 
rected/area patrols, two traffic controls, 
one animal call, six emergency 911 calls, 
four assist other agencies, two safety 
hazards and one assist citizen. 


Monday, Jan. 18 

12:42 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Rte. 49 — Citation Issued 

10:14 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Blaine Avenue — Transported to Hospi- 
tal 

12:38 p.m. Initiated — Radar North 
Brookfield Road — Citation Issued 

3:10 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 

3:27 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

3:37 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

4:41 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

4:43 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Vehicle Towed 

5:12 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

5:31 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

6:02 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

6:45 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

7:02 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

7:26 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 

7:46 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 

8:02 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 

8:18 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Arrest(s) Made 

8:43 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop North Brookfield Road — Citation 
Issued 

9 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle Stop 
East Main Street — Citation Issued 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


- public safety 


East Brookfield Police Log 


9:01 p.m. Phone — 911/Hang-up Call 
High Rocks Road — Transported to Hos- 
pital 

10:03 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 


Tuesday, Jan. 19 

6:17 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
North Brookfield Road — Taken/Re- 
ferred to Other Agency 

6:19 p.m. Initiated — Safety Hazard 
East Main Street — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 

6:27 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Mechanic Street — Removed 
Hazard 

6:33 pm. Phone — Motor Vehicle 
Accident Podunk Road — Services Ren- 
dered 

8:46 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Acci- 
dent North Brookfield Road — Vehicle 
Towed 


Wednesday, Jan. 20 

3:08 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 

3:50 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

4:16 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

4:26 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

6:48 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Oakwood Drive — Transported to Hos- 
pital 


Thursday, Jan. 21 
3:05 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 
4:11 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 
4:19 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 
4:42 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Mechanic Street — Citation Issued 
4:56 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
5:11 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 
5:22 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 
5:28 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 


Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
5:34 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 
5:38 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
5:54 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
stop North Brookfield Road — Citation 
Issued 
6:07 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
6:17 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
6:25 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
6:27 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
6:55 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
7:14 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
7:35 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
8:02 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 
8:30 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
9:42 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop North Brookfield Road — Citation 
Issued 
10:06 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
10:24 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop North Brookfield Road — Citation 
Issued 


Friday, Jan. 22 

5:22 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 

5:35 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

6:07 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

6:27 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

7:05 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Howe Street — Citation Issued 

7:19 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Shore Road — Citation Issued 

7:38 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation Issued 

7:56 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
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Cove Street — Transported to Hospital 
8:25 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Citation issued 
9:05 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop North Brookfield Road — Citation 
Issued 
10:17 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 


Saturday, Jan. 23 

9:32 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

1:55 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 

4:14 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Howe Street — Transported to Hospital 

5:06 p.m. Phone — Fire, Illegal Burn/ 
Permit Shore Road — Negative Contact 


Sunday, Jan. 24 
1:16 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Flagg Road — Citation Issued 
11:02 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Blaine Avenue — Transported to Hospi- 
tal 





New Braintree 
Police Log 


During the week of Jan. 25-Feb. 
1, the Hardwick/New Braintree Po- 
lice Department responded to 23 
building/property checks, 31 directed/ 
area patrols, 6 radar assignments, 9 
traffic controls, 2 emergency 911 calls 
and | illegal dumping in the town of 
New Braintree. 


Monday, Jan. 25 3:04 p.m. 
Phone — Alarm Memorial Drive — 
Services Rendered 


Wednesday, Jan. 27 10:45 a.m. 

Initiated — Illegal Dumping 
Oakham Road — Report Taken 11:59 
am. 911 — Fire, Other Hardwick 
Road — Spoken To 


Friday, Jan. 29 6:22 a.m. 
Phone — 911 Misdial Worcester 
Road — Spoken To 9:32 a.m. Phone — 





Safety Hazard Barre Road — Spoken To 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 


advertise “any preference, limitation, VACATION 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- RENTALS 228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


discrimination. 


ag 


OPPORTUNITY 


1-800-927-9275. 


PALMER 1BR, all Appliances. Open 
K/DR/LR, Storage/Laundry in Base- 

ment. 2nd Floor. No Smoking/Pets. 1st/ 
Last/Security $800.00/Month. 

Breton Estates (413)283-6940 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


a 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
®@ toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 


413-967-8364 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ 


Bruce J. Charwick 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Call your local Tinley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 + 1-800-824-6543 


2021 








TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


CallForAn |{RS 
Appointment |<337m> 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


sq | Tel: 413-289-0058 
Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


62 Jim Ash Road 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 




















588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www. ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 


"David The Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


\V/(e) ol al(e)aim Feb.arclale mm mlatclaleltclmeisiald(eists 


IRS Problems? 


Let a Professional Handle it for you. 





Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 


Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 


24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 
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The historical “Francis Howe House” circa (> =333_ 

1810 right in the heart of Brookfield offers St ey —— 
a 4 unit rental property with (3) one bedroom | ea It elle 
apartments & a huge owners unit with over iy Be 

2,500 sq ft! Massive 7,500+ sq ft barn which f= 


PRESIDENTS’ DAY SALE 
— See Our Fiyer Inside! —- 
OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!! 
MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! 
PRESEASON BIKE SALE 
Snowblowers In Stock! 
Sleds, Toboggans & oe Skates 
WHITCO TOY & BIKE ¢ 


St., S 
SON www.whitcosales.com 508-885 -9343 
Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-8pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 


is currently being used as a local gun shop _ =" 
with plenty of room for further expansion or the opportunity to build out more 
business spaces! Oversized parking lot, brand new septic & town water! This 
mixed use commercial/residential property has great income potential and 
would be a wonderful spot for many different businesses! Very high visibility 
located right on rt 9 with easy access to the MA Pike, Rts 20 & 84! Tantasqua 
School district!! (Gun shop is not for sale, Real Estate only) Brookfield $595,000 


1) YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 


Brookhaven Assisted Care 


19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Under New Management 
Over 52 years of service. 

24 hour care, Medical Management, 
Assistance with activities of daily living, 
Activity Program, well trained, 
compassionate and caring staff. 
Services Available In-House: 
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services, 
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services 
VNA services: 

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy, 
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services 
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber 

, Manager: 
Donna Nairn - 508-867-3325 
donna.brookhaven@yahoo.com 


Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner 














©) -ike"uson EXIT Real Estate Executives 


. en 130 W. Main Street 
michelleterryteam.com Spencer, MA 01562 


 Gilbertville - MULTI douse — Lat Side by Side 


=a 2 Family in Gilbertville section 

we of Hardwick. Both units are , 
occupied. This is a great & 

| location for commuters to eee 

Worcester or Springfield! |Eiijesuen ; 
Each unit has 4 bedrooms Fags 
and plenty of storage area. bs 
Separate utilities for each 
unit. If you are looking for an 
investment property here is 
your opportunity! 


Market Your Home with Style 
Professional Photography 
ABC TV Promotion 
4 Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
Brochures - Postcards -PrintAds | | = 
Targeted Online Advertising : = 
BUYING * SELLING * RELOCATING [QQ 
Ry) COLOWELL BANKER STEWART & STEWART 

| BROKERAGE 413-387-8608 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
CENTURY 21 eed @) North East 1-978-434-1990 
109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 





WATER FILTRATION 
774-200-0225 Support Your Hometown Businesses 


e NEW INSTALLATIONS e SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
|_| 
Lent & Valentines 


¢ SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT ¢ WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 
Vv Specials Vv 


James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1waterfiltration.com 
shrimp Cocktail Appetizers 
Main Entrees 
Lobster Heart Shaped Ravioli 
ae Surf & Turf 
e Business profile - 250 words Stuffed Chicken Breast 


e Photo - yourself, employees 


or building Beer Battered Fish 


e Advertisement - 3 x 6 


|| WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR & 
THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 
WINTER IS COMING! 
BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND e SAND/SALT MIX 


STOCK UP NOW! 


Construction Stone * Landscaping Stone ¢ Title V Septic Sand 
Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Homeowner Friendly ¢- No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 

98 North Spencer Road, 

Route 31N, Spencer, MA 


y 508-885-6100 
: 508-885-2480 
Sand, Gravel & Asphalt = ES 


www.bondsandandgravel.com 
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is offering our local businesses 
an MOpRen UNI to advertise at a reduced rate! 
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‘Winter Products 






















































Ice Melt :« Shovels :« Roof Rakes corel Stee ALL FOR ONLY ‘239 Delicious Desserts F or Two 
Construction Heaters 7 ol Ls recta This special section will run in the To Choose Fi r om ! 
CONCHETEN Blankets ae Gloves : , ae April 1st issue of The Ware River News 
ia & The Journal Register. E B FI] : ‘ 
CONCRETE \ N Cc R ET = r wee mone Quarter eeeantey ee a © © a S$ 
ae Half page ad with story (9.75x6) $399 P 
|] sovutions ! aisoer-esea [iE rll page ad with story (9.75x13) $559 Rte 9 E. Brookfield * 508-867-6643 





199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner — ! . ye Contact el Flynn to reserve your Laan Hours: Sun., Mon, Tues., Wed. 1-2 
978-669-0088 2% concretesolutioneoalinonean ey. Tay 413-967-3505 + cell 413-297-5886 or dfiynn@turley.com Thurs. Fri. & Sat. 7-8 





JW ILLAGE. ie 


OPEN % MEALS 
WF GROCERIES 


2240 Main Street MONDAY-SATURDAY 
West Warren SAM-7PM BEER & WINE 


I( 
PIZZA 
ees 413-436-9900  Fax/copy/ATM/NOTARY PUBLIC [SBSSSoHBeEE 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


